
\m AgfiOjL 

De St at* 

1S1!«I ,. /., / «» 

11 1 / tpjilJ .HOI-HEU 

1 Ia 7 HEAOL INI 


INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 
£ 



SYE-00 VS1E-0B Sf 
-202422 161)411 Z40.46 


< COUttCIL MEMBERS NOVEMBER ) AND TOLD 
CRITICISM AMD FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 
U jo DEMOCRACY. IF THEY CONSIDERED 


ATTACKS SLANDEROUS DR I 

PONDERED THIS RESPONSE 
REPORTS EARLIER THIS Ul 
TWO MEMBERS BEFORE THE 


OVER THE WEEKEND. 
:ek announced the s 

UNANIMOUS ACTION. 


5. THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE RESPONDED CALMLY TO THE 



ARE ACCEPTED AND REPLACEMENTS NAMED. HE NOTED THAT IT 


NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL CASES ALREADY UNDER CONSIDERA- 
TION ARE CONCLUDED. IF TRUE, THIS WOULD MEAN THE CURRENT 
COUNCIL MAY BE WORK INC FOR SOME TIME, DEPEND INC ON THE 
NUMBER OF CASES IT HAS ALREADY OPENED. 


Cl NCI ANT ALSO FOR POL AO 
ROME ALSO FOR EMBASSY VATICAN 

E. 0. 123S6: DC Cl : OADR 
TAGS: SHUM, PCOV, MARfi, AR 

SUBJ : SUPREME COUNCIL OF IKE ARMED FORCES RESIGNS 


1. ENTIRE TEXT.) 

j. SUMMARY: ALL ELEVEN MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL 

OF THE ARMED FORCES RESIGNED K0VEH6ER 14. THE COUNCIL, 

RE SPOIIS I BLE FOR INVESTIGATING SOME 700 CASES CHARGING 
HUMAN RIGHTS A8USES DURING THE MILITARY REGIME, WILL 
CONTINUE ITS WORK UNTIL ITS RESIGNATIONS ARE ACCEPTEO 
AND REPLACEMENTS NAMED. WHILE THE RESIGNATIONS DO NOT 
MEAN All IMMEDIATE CRISIS FOR THE GOVERNMENT, THEY DO 
CONSTITUTE A SIGNIFICANT MILITARY CHALLENGE TO THE 
GOVERNMENT. THEY WILL ALSO FURTHER COMPLICATE AIFONSIN’S 

FOR^PAST^HUMAN^RIGHTS VIOlAtlCNS. FINALLY, THEY REFLECT 
A WIDER ARMED FORCES VIEW THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE IS 
NOT SUFFICIENTLY DEFENDING ITS ARMEO FORCES FROM PUBLIC 
CRITICISM. END SUMMARY. 

3. THE ELEVEN MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE 



RESIGNED NOVEMBER 14. WHILE THE ELEVEN RETIRED MILITARY 




5. COMMENT: WHILE THE RESIGNATIONS ARE NOT AN IMMEDIATE 

THREAT TO THE ALFOHSIN GOVERNMENT, THEY CONSTITUTE A 
SIGNIFICANT MILITARY CHALLENGE TO THE ALFOHSIN ADMINISTRA- 
TION. IF POORLY HANDLED, GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE 
RESIGNATIONS CDULO CAUSE A SERIOUS AND LONG-LASTING 
DETERIORATION IN CIVIL I AH-MIL ITARY RELATIONS. TO 
PREVENT THIS, 60RRAS WILL NEED TO ASSURE THAT THE 
SUPREME COUNCIL IS STAFFEO WITH OFFICIALS RESPECTED 
WITHIN THE FORCES, THAI THE COUNCIL MAINTAINS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR JUDGING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED BY THE MILITARY, AND THAT THE 
COUNCIL'S WORK TRULY OOES CONTINUE UNTIL THE RESIGNA- 
TIONS BECOME EFFECTIVE. 


7. BORRAS WILL REPORTEDLY COKSULT WITH AIFONSIN OVER THE 
WEEKEND OH NEXT STEPS. THE MINISTRY OF OEFENSE IS 
REPORTEOLY IN CONTACT WITH RETIRED OFFICERS WHO MIGHT BE 
NAMEO TO SUCCEED THE RESIGNED COUNCIL MEMBERS, BUT MAY 
FIND OTHERS RELUCTANT TO TAKE ON THE COUNCIL' S THANKLESS 
TASKS. IF SO, THE MOO COULO ORDER ACTIVE MILITARY TO 
SERVE ON THE COUNCIL. SUCH A MOVE MIGHT BE COUNTER- 
PRODUCTIVE SINCE IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT AN ACTIVE DUTY 
OFFICER COUNCIL WOULD PROVE EVEN MORE RELUCTANT TO JUDGE 
ITS COLLEAGUES THAN WAS THE LAME DUCK COUNCIL. NOVEMBER 
16 PRESS REPORTS SPECULATE THAT ONLY SOME RESIGNATIONS 
WILL BE ACCEPTED, WITH THE REST OF THE OFFICIALS 
CONTINUING TO SERVE THEIR SIX-YEAR TERM. TWO OTHER 




SUBVERSION. SEE 8UEH0S AIRES 77 3E). 
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WITHOUT ANY DECISION FROM THE SUPREME COUNCIL. 
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PRESS LEAKS NAMING ALLEGED HUMAN NIGHTS VIOLATORS AND 
-THE HUNDREDS OF CASES ALREADY CLOGGING THE COUNCIL'S 
AGENDA RAISE GREAT CONCERN AMONG h!0- AND LOWER -RANKING 

OFFICERS THAT they will be punished for carrying out 

ORDERS DURING THE WAR ON SUBVERSION. 

9. FINALLY, THE SUPREME COUNCIL ACTION REFLECTS A WIDER 
ARMED FORCES VIEW THAT THE HOO IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
DEFENDING ITS ARMED FORCES FROM PUBLIC CRITICISM. IN AN 
APPARENT ATTEMPT TO COUNTER THIS MILITARY VIEW, 

PRESIDENT ALFONSIN REPORTEDLY TOLD A MILITARY DINNER 
EARLIER THIS WEEK HE SOUGHT TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR 
‘OFFICIALS TO WALK OOUN IKE STREET ARM-IN-ARM WITH 
THEIR WIVES, WEARING THEIR UNIFORMS WITH PRIDE, AS IK 
THE PAST." END COMMENT. ORTIZ 






